WALCHEREN EXPEDITION

any young soldier who wants to win honour and glory.
Try to deserve the rank you have reached, and the esteem
of France and Europe, who are watching everything you
do. And, for Heaven's sake, have the sense to write and
speak as becomes your rank!

[LECESTRE, i, 479. Baton von Kienmayer, commanding the Austrian
troops in Saxony, defeated Junot near Gefrees on July 8: Jerome
escaped defeat by abandoning Dresden and retiring to Cassel.]
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FLUSHING AND TALAVERA

TO  COUNT  FOUCHE, MINISTER OF POLICE

SCHONBRUNN, AugUjt 22, 1809.

I HAVE received your letter of the i6th. You say that you
are afraid Flushing may be bombarded into surrender. You
needn't be alarmed. Flushing is impregnable, so long as its
food holds out; and it has enough for 6 months. It is
impregnable, because to reach it one must cross a moat filled
with water; whilst as a last resort the dykes can be cut, and
the whole island inundated. If Flushing falls within 6
months, every general, colonel, and officer defending the
place ought to be arrested and put on trial. I don't believe
that Rammekens will be taken either. I don't know the fort;
but as the dykes can be cut in case of need, it ought not to
fall. Tell everyone you write to, and everyone you meet,
that Flushing can't be taken, short of cowardice on the part
of its officers. Besides, I am confident that it won't be, and
that the English will withdraw without capturing it. I
haven't the slightest fear on that score. Bombs are no use,
absolutely none. They will demolish a few houses, but that
has never caused a town to surrender.

Whilst the English are wasting their time on the Scheldt,
in Spain Lord Wellesley has been beaten, surrounded, and
utterly routed. He is trying to save himself by headlong
flight in the middle of the hot season. When he retired from